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PATHWAY OF TRIBULATION 

The early apostles taught that we have to enter into the kingdom 

of God with many a tribulation and great trials, that it is a path of 

conflict.  We are in this heavenly path and we have to remind 

ourselves at every stage of the conflict we have to face.  We come 

across several things that are against this heavenly calling.  

We need to recognise this.  Then we will be able to overcome that 

which brings us down.  Often we see believers are not progressing 

because they are unable to recognise that something is 

hampering their spiritual progress.  This earth is in conflict with 

the heavens.  We need to understand this.  As long as you are 

born from above, by the Spirit of God, you are a part of this 

conflict.  The heavens cannot accept and be satisfied with that 

which is in the world today.  Everything here, in the world, is 

contrary to that which God has desired in the heavenlies.  In other 

words, heaven is against whatever is here in the earth.  

Meanwhile, God is reaching out to a few people out of that order 

and He is reconstituting things according to His heavenly order.  

These things we see in the Word of God from the beginning.  Right 

from the beginning we see the heavens reaching out to certain 

lives in the Bible.  He laid hold of some people in the earth in 

times past and He desires to lay hold of certain individuals now.  

He desires to detach them from this world and its systems.  

Abraham was one such individual upon whom God laid His hand 

as He reached out to the earth.  Even today, God is reaching out 

into the earth. He will bring a deep consciousness upon those 

whom he desires to touch.  God apprehends those whom He 

 

 

 

 

VERSE 
 “Confirming the 

souls of the 

disciples, and 

exhorting them to 

continue in the 

faith, and that we 

must through 

much tribulation 

enter into the 

kingdom of God.”  

(Acts 14:22 KJV) 
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chooses to serve His purposes in the earth today.  He does this so 

that He may bring to pass that which He has planned from the 

foundation of the earth.  It is here that we need to see our lives by 

the eye of the Holy Spirit.  In the past God reached out to certain 

individuals and even to a nation called Israel.  History shows us, 

that He wanted to detach them from the earth.  That is why He 

said, “I have delivered you from Egypt unto Myself that you may 

be a peculiar treasure in all the earth.”  God’s desire is that He 

may detach us from this present worldly system and take us 

through a deep process that we may be vessels for His purposes.  

We have been born of the heavens, and not only that, but we 

have been apprehended of heaven, even to serve a heavenly 

purpose in the earth.  This is something that you and I should 

remember always.  You and I are not born again just to find a seat 

in  heaven.  But there is a heavenly purpose.  Abraham and all 

others died in faith.  They served the purpose of God in the earth 

for their time.  They were not just thinking about a place or a seat 

in heaven.  The purposes of God in the earth were their main and 

over-riding concern.  We have a heavenly calling upon our lives.  

We thank God for the forgiveness of sin and all the blessings that 

come to us through the Lord Jesus Christ, but when He saves us, 

there is something higher in the heart of God.  May God help us to 

understand this. 

Today Christianity has become an earthly thing.  There is a strong 

pull towards religion and not spirituality.  Jewish Christians were 

experiencing a great temptation to revert to the ways of the 

Judaic religion.  Strangely, man always wants to ‘organise’ the 

things of heaven in his own ways.  God placed a burden upon the 

heart of the writer of the book of Hebrews to instruct the Hebrew 

Christians not to fall into any temptation.  Today organised 

Christianity has become something carnal and earthly.  Worldly 

ideas and conceptions rule their decisions.  Earthly standards and 

resources govern their activities.  As a result of this, the structured 

church has become spiritually restrained and restricted.  The 

freedom associated with heavenly things is absent.  Beloved, the 

kingdom of God is very much higher than the loftiest ideas of 

men.  The word of God says that our thoughts are not like God’s 

thoughts.  His thoughts are far higher than our thoughts.  Do we 

fully realise the depth of that word?  If not, it means that we have 

no real understanding about the desires of God.  Naturally 

speaking, we have no idea of His ways and thoughts.  It is beyond 

all natural understanding.  It is far different from human thought 



even that of  the most brilliant person.  And yet we bring down 

those heavenly thoughts to the level of the mundane and the 

temporal.  Religion has reduced the heavenly to the prosaic.  It 

has made the Sovereign God into something common and cheap 

and terrestrial.  Beloved, we need to rise up beyond the level of  

blessings in our lives.  We need to come to a place where we will 

be willing to face conflicts and march forward in Christ.  The 

greatest need at this time is that the church of God, and the 

people of God, may walk and live in their true heavenly position in 

Christ.  The church needs to have a heavenly vision which will 

result in a heavenly vocation.  Today, there are more preachers 

than in any previous time in the world.  What we need therefore 

is not preachers but men and women who will understand that 

the church, which has a heavenly calling, has become something 

cheap and earthly today.  Salvation is being sold in the market; the 

gifts of the Spirit are being manipulated; almost everything has 

become stale and worn-out.  The ancient prophets had 

prophesied that a time would come when the gospel would be 

watered down and diluted.  General William Booth, the founder 

and leader of the Salvation Army, once prophesied that the days 

would come when we would have religion without the Holy Spirit; 

Christians without Christ; forgiveness without repentance; 

salvation without regeneration; and heaven without hell.  How 

true it is.  But in the midst of this, the Lord is laying hold of some 

people for He is yet building His church.  We need to be assured 

that this would mean that the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against the church.  In practical terms this would mean that God 

will raise and establish people with a pioneering spirit who will 

live a godly life.  They will be as those in the first century when the 

church was birthed.  The church then was moving in the heavenly 

realm.  Unfortunately, by the second and third centuries, there 

arose a tendency towards earthiness.  The dark ages of spiritual 

blindness followed shortly after.  Now, however, God is restoring 

His people.  He is going to have a company of pioneers, a 

company of people who will move on in their lives, regardless of 

all the negative aspects within them and around them.  Beloved, 

God is need of a pioneering instrument.  
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