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FEAR IN LOVE! 
 

 

“And now, Israel, 

what doth the 

LORD thy God 

require of thee, 

but to fear the 

LORD thy God, 

to walk in all his 

ways, and to love 

him, and to serve 

the LORD thy 

God with all thy 

heart and with all 

thy soul, 

To keep the 

commandments 

of the LORD, and 

his statutes, 

which I command 

thee this day for 

thy good?” 

Deuteronomy 

10:12-13 

 

 
               What did the law 
require of God’s people in 
days past?  Only to fear the 
Lord, love Him, walk in His 
ways and serve Him!  It is the 
same even today!  To fear the 
Lord, our God, and to love 
Him, and to walk in His ways, 
and to serve the Lord our 
God with all our heart, with 
all our soul, and with all our 
being, is the consistent, 
inflexible and unfailing desire 
of God for each one of us.  
“Now therefore fear the 
LORD, and serve him in 
sincerity and in truth: and put 
away the gods which your 
fathers served on the other 
side of the flood, and in 
Egypt; and serve ye the 
LORD.” (Joshua 24:14). 
 
Many believers do not 
understand that the love of 
God can never be separated 
from the reverential fear and 
respect of God.  The fear of 
God and the love of God are 
two sides of the same coin.  
God will be pleased with our 
lives only if fear and love for 
Him are not separated from 
each another.  The ‘fear of 
God’ that is of great benefit 
to the believer is a godly fear 
that is produced by the Holy 
Spirit.  It is a practical term 
that comprehends the virtues 
of a godly character. True 
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godly fear would bring about 
an inward dread of 
displeasing God.  It seeks to 
desire His favor, revere His 
holiness, submit cheerfully to 
His will, sincerely worship 
Him, and conscientiously 
obey His commandments. 
Such a fear and love for God 
must coexist in each one of 
us.  Psalms 34: 9 says, “O fear 
the LORD, ye his saints: for 
there is no want to them that 
fear him.”  
 
If we only fear God, and do 
not also love Him, we will be 
like slaves who stand in the 
terror and dread of their 
masters.  God does not want 
man to be His slave.  We 
know this because He made 
man in His own image and 
His likeness.  He loves man 
and He wants man to know 
the love of God.  At the same 
time, God wants man to fear 
Him in a reverential, godly 
way.  A characteristic of this 
hour is that people want to 
only speak of the love of God; 
we do not hear them talk 
about the fear of God. 
Beloved, a false balance is an 
abomination before the Lord.  
Love and the reverential fear 
of God cannot be separated. 
If we cease to revere and 
respect God, we will lose all 
awe and admiration for Him.  
 
To fear God does not mean 
that we become fearful of 
Him; the right fear of God will 
bring a desire to obey Him 
spontaneously.  The incorrect 
kind of fear of God will bring 
us to obey God in a certain 
way; it will lead us to a 
certain kind of obedience, 
but not to the obedience of 



faith where love for God is 
the driving motive.  Serving 
God with a heart that fears 
Him but does not also love 
Him, will result in dead 
works, without a life-
fellowship with the Father, 
the Son and with one 
another. Abraham did not 
obey the Lord because he 
feared that some terrible evil 
would befall him unless he 
obeyed God.  He obeyed the 
Lord because of an inherent 
and integral love for God.  
The obedience of faith leads 
us to love the Lord 
uncondionally.  Abraham 
loved the Lord not because 
he feared the judgments of 
the Lord or the punishments 
that the Lord could mete out 
to Him, but because a love 
for the Lord was working in 
him.  We are saved by faith 
and by obedience. When 
faith works in us we are able 
to obey the Lord promptly.  
Where there is an obedience 
of faith, the love of the Lord 
is at work. May this become a 
strong inward foundation.   
 
There is another kind of fear 
of God that does not amount 
to a reverential fear of God.  
It involves the dread, fright, 
and terror of God.  This is not 
a reverential fear but a fear 
wherein one dreads the Lord 
and His wrath, judgment and 
punishment.  Such a fear 
arises because of guilt and 
fear of punishment.  It results 
in dead works that cannot 
please the Lord. This fear of 
God cannot bring us to have 
true fellowship with the 
Father.  We cannot have true 
life-fellowship with the 
Father without love as the 



fundamental and basic 
inward desire.  The fear of 
God that the Word talks 
about in several verses 
includes an integral element 
of love for God.  In other 
words, we should have a 
reverence (fear) in our love 
for Him.  Wherever there is a 
true love of God there is also 
a true fear of God.  Such an 
inward disposition will 
preserve our lives in this hour 
of apostasy and fill us with 
real peace, joy and hope in 
true liberty.  It will keep us in 
a place of intimate fellowship 
with the Lord and the saints.      
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