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WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT MOVES… 

 

A man of God named Frank Bratleman, in a book called ‘Another flame rolls in’ has 

written of the mighty evidence of the spontaneous working of the Holy Spirit in the 

Asuza Street Revival.  Here is an excerpt from this book: 

“The spirit of singing among God’s people was like a harp spontaneously flowing in 

the midst of His people.  In fact it was the very breath of God, played on human 

strings or human vocal chords.  The notes were wonderful in sweetness, volume and 

duration.  They were humanly impossible.  It was indeed singing in the Spirit.  We 

had no pope or hierarchy.  We were brethren.  We had no human program.  The 

Lord Himself was leading.  There was no priest class.  These things have come in 

later with the apostatizing of the movement.  We did not have a platform.  All were 

on a level.” 

This is what the Holy Spirit did at the time of the Pentecostal revival.  In contrast, look at 

the condition of the Pentecostal Church today!  In some places, their pastors refuse to 

attend spiritual meetings on frivolous grounds, such as the absence of a stage or 

platform from where they could address the people.  I have seen pastors getting angry 

with people because they were not given a place of prominence upon the stage!  At the 
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Asuza Street revival, under the anointing of the Spirit, there was a spontaneous 

outburst of praise and worship by the people as they sang psalms and hymns, in the 

Spirit.  But what do we see in many churches today?  Instead of moving in the Spirit and 

singing in the Spirit, the Full-Gospel Churches continue to have large choirs to lead the 

people in the singing worship songs unto the Lord.  In this way they depend upon 

trained people to lead them in songs of praise, rather than to rely upon the Spirit of God 

to lead and guide them.  Some churches have choirs, set forms of prayer, and set ways 

of worshiping the living God, thus robbing the Holy Spirit of the freedom He needs in 

their midst.   

When the Holy Ghost began to move in Asuza Street during the Pentecostal revival, 

there was openness in the people to hear the Spirit of God.  The Holy Ghost had every 

freedom to convict people of their sins and bring them to a place of repentance and 

turning unto God in their lives.  People cried out in agony of their souls; they wept over 

their sinful condition and desired to be changed as soon as possible.  Pastors were not 

bothered whether there was a special platform for them to address the people or not.  

Such unimportant, external things that please the ego of man were dispensed with 

under the mighty power of God.  Furthermore, the author writes, 

“Ministers were servants according to the true meaning of the word.  We did not 

honor man after their advantage in terms of education.  But rather we honoured 

them for their God-given gifts.  He sets the members in the body.  The services ran 

on almost continuously.  Seeking souls would be found under the power at almost 

any time of the night or day.  It went on all night and day.  People were seen 

humbling themselves, seeking God at any time of the day.  The place was never 

closed or empty.  People came there to meet with God.  He was there.  Hence a 

continuous meeting went on.” 

Let me ask as to how many of you are stirred within after reading this?  In comparison, 

we seem to be in poor spiritual state today. Nowadays, even those who are sincere and 

hungry for the things of God, cannot give themselves to hearing the word of God for 

more than two hours, because they have several other important things to do!  They 
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become tired; they feel bored; they fidget and fret and move about in a restless way.  

They bring their children and busy themselves with the needs of the children, rather 

than sit still in the presence of God, disciplining their children to do the same!  When I 

read accounts of the Pentecostal Revival, I was overwhelmed by the deep hunger and 

need that the people had.  There was a kind of unrefined, spontaneous desire that 

gripped everyone who came to attend the revival meetings at that time. When people 

saw the way God met them, they desired nothing more than to personally meet with 

Christ, the risen Lord.  They had a deep desire to experience a sweeping change within.  

How is it that believers have become so lukewarm, today?  Oh, it hurts one to see the 

cold, inert condition of the majority of Pentecostal churches which had, at one time, 

experienced the purging, purifying fire of the Holy Spirit. 

We need to guard against every spirit of self-satisfaction and complacency.  

“God brought men and women and broke them and brought them together again.  

It was a tremendous overhauling process.  Pride and self assertion or self-esteem 

could not survive there.  The religious ego preached its own funeral service 

quickly....No subjects or sermons were announced ahead of time.” 

- “THE DESTINY OF THE CHURCH” 
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