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A FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE  

 

Nicodemus was a man who thought he knew everything, but when he came into the Lord’s 

presence (John 3:1-3), then the areas of his darkness and blindness were made known to him. 

Beloved, only when we come to the Lord and draw near to Him will we be able to discover the 

extent of the darkness within our lives. We have to live by this principle. We have to always see our 

lives in relation to the light in the face of Jesus Christ. If we see our lives in relation to the light in 

another person’s life, we may think our lives are better or higher than theirs.  That is not the way to 

judge our lives. The true darkness in our lives will only be revealed and made known to us in the 

presence of the Lord. This is not only true when we begin our spiritual lives, but this is also 

continually applicable as we grow up spiritually. Therefore, it is vital that we are always 

unreservedly open for spiritual light to enter our lives. Unfortunately, we often have a false feeling 

that we are in the light just because we have acquired some knowledge by reading books and 

hearing messages! But remember that the Lord is primarily interested in life, and not the knowledge 

of things! 

In Chapter 9 of the Gospel of John, we read of the blind man’s delightful statement, “Once I 

was blind, but now I see”. We need to have such an experience, not only at the start of our spiritual 

lives, but throughout our growth, so that our spiritual seeing is progressive. That is very important.  

Many a time, we are quick to read and grasp things that do not provide us any spiritual light. It 

is a reality that God’s people in this day and age are more deceived than people of the past because 
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they make-believe that they have come into a greater knowledge of the Lord. Though we are in the 

21st century, we are more prone to deception than those who lived in times past. Just because we 

are more technologically advanced today than saints in the past, we think we are able to come into 

the light quicker, but the spiritual poverty and depleted life of believers today clearly shows us that 

most of us are far away from true spiritual light. Beloved, we have to be people who have the REAL 

light. It is not a matter of being a group of people who come under a doctrine or teaching. 

Remember, that the remnant talks of a people with a certain quality of life – a people who pursue 

the life of the Son Himself. We are to be those who demonstrate and testify of having the 

incorruptible life of the Son.  The Lord gives us light so that we may walk in the light and possess life.   

The blind man said, “Once I was blind, but now I see.” He came to a place of seeing and so he 

said, “Now I see.” There can be nothing that is second hand in our spiritual life. This is basic to our 

spiritual life; life must be a first-hand experience! In the blind man’s life ,everything he received 

was second-hand up until he received sight from the Lord! Somebody had to tell him who his 

uncle or who his neighbor was; he had to hear what others said to know where he was at every 

moment of his life because he was absolutely blind. Everything was told to him and he acted upon 

it. But after his eyes were opened his life, was so different. This is true even in our own lives. We 

need to understand this basic tenet of Christian life. That is why Christianity cannot be taught as a 

subject, it cannot be received through some class-room teaching. Every disciple of Jesus Christ 

should know this very important basic principle.  Always remember that Christian life comes by 

conception and not by teaching! It is like a woman who conceives a child. There is a life that grows 

within her by a process of conception. 

From the Book : ‘The Mystery of Fellowship’; Chapter ‘True  Fellowship is in ihe Light’ 
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