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WE WILL HAVE TRIAL AND TRIBULATION  

Jesus did not say that we would not have any tribulation 

and that all will be well.  He said very positively that we shall 

have tribulation.  This is God’s word.  He said very clearly, that in 

the world we would have trials, tribulations and frustration but 

we are to be of good cheer FOR HE HAS OVERCOME THE 

WORLD.  He could not be more explicit and direct! 

Jesus has conquered the world for us.  He has overcome 

the world.  This is the cause of our confidence and assurance.  

He never promised us that He would help us to escape from 

suffering and tribulation, whether they be small or big.  He said 

we will overcome even as He has overcome.  So let us not look 

for the door!  Let us not try to find some escape route from the 

suffering that comes our way.  He said it so clearly.  Our peace 

is in Him and not in our situations.  He is our peace! That is a 

great secret.   

Jesus made it clear to His disciples that they would have 

to go through life suffering tribulations.  But preachers today 

tell us that we do not have to experience any tribulations!  

They tell us that we shall not face any problems and difficulties 

because Christ is with us.  The reality, however, is that after we 

receive Christ into our lives our problems and difficulties 

increase all the more!  Every believer will be able to vouch for 

this!  But the lying scribes have turned the word of God into a 

lie! The pen of the scribes is in vain (Jer 8:8).   

As long as we are in this world we will have trial and 

tribulation, distress and frustration, and adversities and 

 

 

 

 

VERSE 
“These things I 

have spoken unto 

you, that in me ye 

might have peace. 

In the world ye 

shall have 

tribulation: but be 

of good cheer; I 

have overcome 

the world.” (John 

16:33). 
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anguish.  But be of good cheer Jesus said.  When trials come 

upon us let us not close the door and cry out in self pity.  When 

people talk against us of things we may have never said or 

even thought of, let us be of good courage and bravely face the 

situations because of this calling and walk with Him.  When 

Satan, the father of lies, causes others to look down on us and 

turn away from us, treat us badly, insult and wound us by their 

concocted lies, let us not turn to self pity and remorse.  

Beloved brethren, in those moments remember the words of 

Apostle Paul, “For you have been granted [the privilege] for 

Christ’s sake not only to believe in (adhere to, rely on, and trust 

in) Him, but also to suffer in His behalf.” (Phil 1:29).  We need 

to remind ourselves again and again in those moments that we 

are called and privileged to suffer for His name sake as His 

remnant in these last days.  

The heathen and ungodly philosophize that if we suffer in 

life it is either because we are bad people or because God has 

forsaken us.  Let me draw upon an illustration from the life of 

Paul.  He was caught in a terrible storm, the ship was wrecked 

and the crew, as well as all others in the ship, was thrown on 

the shore (Acts 28).  Then we read about what happened to 

him on that Island.  

“Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was 

called Malta. The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They 

built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold. 

Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, 

a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. 

When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they 

said to each other, “This man must be a murderer; for though 

he escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” 

But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill 

effects. The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall 

dead, but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual 

happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a 

god.” (New International Version) Acts 28:1-6 

As Paul sat by the fire, a snake fastened itself upon his 

hand.  The people around condemned him, but he faced the 

situation calmly; he shook off the snake and continued with 

what he was called to do. The world will condemn us for that is 

the way of the world.  It is not surprising!   The way of the 

world is to ignominiously judge even the greatest saint who 



walked in their midst.  Let us not be perturbed by people who 

condemn us when we face trials and difficulties and tell us that 

we are going through difficulties because of God’s judgment 

upon our actions and reactions.  The word of God for us, in the 

midst of trials and situations, is to be of good courage, and of 

good cheer; to be confident, undaunted, and strong.  If your 

life is free from problems and difficulties, if your life is 

without any trial and suffering, then all I can say is that it will 

not be long before you will find yourself walking away from 

this calling to be His remnant in these perilous days. In the 

world you will have tribulation, Jesus said, and that is God’s 

word for us even as we live in the world today. 

Beloved, God is far more concerned about making us 

overcomers than He is about taking us out of the fires of 

tribulation.  Today, many rally around the term ‘overcomers’, 

they teach how to become overcomers, but they have nothing 

to overcome! In other words, they are not keen and sensitive 

to overcome in their daily life.  It is not enough to have a 

songbook called, ‘the songs of overcomers’!  It is not enough to 

know about the company of overcomers!  We must actually 

overcome and experience it!  What do you do when you are 

faced with trying situations that bring some kind of suffering?  

Do you question the Lord?  Do you seek to escape the 

situation?  Or do you grit your teeth and face the situation with 

courage and confidence in the Lord?  God is interested in 

making us men and women of character; He pays attention to 

grooming people who would overcome the situations they 

face.  In His wisdom, He allows tribulations to come our way so 

that we may learn His ways.  His primary desire is to make us 

strong in character.  He allows us to go through suffering and 

tribulation for the sake of His word and His testimony.  He 

does this so that we may become men and women of 

character rather than men and women of comfort.  

The Lord warned the children of Israel of many things in 

the book of Deuteronomy which are also significant for His 

people today.   “Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy 

God, in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, 

and his statutes, which I command thee this day:   Lest when 

thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and 

dwelt therein;  And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, 

and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast 

is multiplied;  Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget 



 

the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of 

Egypt, from the house of bondage;  Who led thee through that 

great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and 

scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who 

brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint;  Who fed thee 

in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that 

he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do 

thee good at thy latter end; And thou say in thine heart, My 

power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this 

wealth.” (Deut 8:11-17 ) 

Where there is an abundance of comfort, there will also 

be a breeding ground for lack of character.  This is a reality in 

human history.  Let the cry of your heart be for character and 

not for comfort.  In countries where there is much wealth, 

there is a profusion of comfort that in turn cultivates lack of 

character. Where there is wealth there will be little faith.  

Prosperity breeds lack of faith; in man’s foolish wisdom the 

substitute for lack of faith is to have an abundance of riches.  

But, let our trust be upon God.  Saints, let us not ask the Lord 

for comfort at the cost of our character.  May God help us! 
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