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NEHUSHTAN 

 

We read a very encouraging incident in ii kings chapter 18 

verse 4, “and he (Hezekiah) did that which was right in the 

sight of the lord.  He removed the high poles and broke in 

pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had made; for unto 

those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and 

he called it Nehushtan.”  It is true that God commanded 

Moses to make a brass serpent and lift it upon a pole so 

that those who were bitten by the serpents could be 

healed. But somehow the brass serpent acquired a mantle 

of holiness and people visiting the tabernacle began to 

worship it.  As people came to the Tabernacle to worship 

the Lord, they also burned incense to the brazen serpent. 

This was contrary to God’s Word. This practice had been 

going on for many years.  No one had the courage to 

remove this wrong and abominable practice from the 

temple. But as the Word says, “Hezekiah was one who did 

that which was right in the sight of the Lord.”  So one day he 

took this brass serpent and threw it down and called it 

NEHUSHTAN meaning mere pieces of brass.  He showed the 

children of Israel that there was nothing holy, spiritual or 

supernatural in it. Surely when the Lord spoke to them to 

lift the serpent up and look at it He said something of great 

significance.   But when he left that, it remained mere brass 

pieces with no importance. Brass cannot heal 

wounds caused by serpent’s bite.  But what healed them 

was the Word of the Lord and their obedience to it.  

Similarly the earthly temple had its importance and 
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significance at one time.  But now the Lord has left that 

because He is bringing in the eternal concept of the temple, 

which is not made with hands. Just as Hezekiah called it 

mere pieces of brass, Jesus called that temple ‘Your House’ 

and walked out of it. 

Hezekiah broke that tradition of man and pleased God.  

That is how we all need to deal with the traditions of man in 

our lives.  The traditional teaching of heaven from John 14; 

the traditional reverence of natural Jerusalem: the 

traditional ideas of the temple, Israel etc,  these must be 

thrown down. Our Christian calling is to a life that will 

radiate and bring forth the life of Christ Himself We have 

already wasted enough time following man-made tradition 

and teaching. The pattern of life made by man for us is 

wasteful and not in line with God’s Word and His purposes. 

Jerusalem was the location of God’s dwelling place once. 

This was a shadow of the reality. But when the reality is 

come that which was a shadow must pass away. We are to 

hold on to the reality and not the shadow. The Jews, 

however, continued to believe that they were the true 

children of God and that God would only make His dwelling 

place in their midst.   But the Lord said that those who were 

circumcised in the heart were the true children of God and 

that such as they were the true temples of God. Jesus told 

them the truth but they didn’t like it. So He told them that 

they could believe what they liked. And He walked out of 

the temple never to return. He walked out of that concept 

of the natural temple; He walked out of those narrow-

minded ideas of man. And if Jesus walked out of it ICHABOD 

is written all over that concept of the earthly temple. 

Where is the glory in all that teaching? Beloved if Christ 

walked out, let us be quick to follow of Him. Let us hasten 

to be like the 144,000 standing upon Mount Zion with Him, 

having His name upon their foreheads, following the Lamb 

wherever He goes.”  (Revelations 14:1,4). 
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