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“I ALSO WILL KEEP YOU SAFE” 

 

We see that the Lord promises to keep His church from the hour of testing and trial that the 

whole world is going to face because they had guarded His word with patience and endurance.  It is 

clear from this that there will be times of trial, testing or tribulation that will come upon the whole 

world.  The Lord tells His faithful church in advance, as a sort of foretelling, before the time came, 

that there will be times of severe strain and testing for the church.  He tells this to His suffering 

church that had already experienced the severest of suffering for the sake of His name and 

testimony.  The church in Philadelphia was given a promise of Divine protection.  Even when a fire of 

tribulation would cover the whole earth, the Lord promised to keep His people safe.  In those times 

of great darkness and terrible occurrences, the Lord’s promise to them was that He would protect 

them and save them by His hand.   

Saints of God, this word is prophetic for God’s people in this day and age.  How will the Lord 

save His church from times like that?  It will not be by rapturing the church away!  That is not how 

the church will be kept.  Yet they shall be kept safe in the midst of the trials.  The Lord will keep His 

church safe from the evil.  The high priestly prayer of the Lord Jesus (Chapter 17 of John’s Gospel) 

will be fulfilled.  The Lord did not pray that His church be kept from all trials, but He prayed that the 

Father would keep them safe from evil.  Let us be persuaded that the church in Philadelphia actually 

experienced the Lord’s hand of protection upon them in a wonderful way, since that was the Lord’s 

promise.  The Lord’s promise was not in vain; it was not an empty promise.  Adam Clarke writes, 
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“Many understand by the hour of temptation the persecution under Trajan, which was greater and 

more extensive than the preceding ones under Nero and Domitian.”  Barnes’ Notes submits, “ It may 

have been some form of persecution, or it may have been some calamity by disease, earthquake, or 

famine that was to occur. Tacitus mentions an earthquake that sank twelve cities in Asia Minor, in 

one night, by which, among others, Philadelphia was deeply affected; and it is possible that there 

may have been reference here to that overwhelming calamity.”  One thing is very clear, that when 

this prophetic word was fulfilled, the Lord must have surely preserved His faithful church according 

to His promise to them.   May we truly accept the fact that the Lord will not promise to do 

something that He cannot or will not do.  His word is enough.  He will do it again for His church in 

the Last Days.  This is His promise to every overcomer in these end-times.  

The Word says that a great fear will come upon God’s people because of all that is happening, 

but that God will preserve and keep His people.  We need to know in our hearts that He is faithful to 

keep His commitments.  We shall go through many trials; but He will keep us from evil even in those 

times of darkness and distress, because we stand for His word and His testimony.  Not one hair of 

our head will fall to the ground in those days, and therefore we can rest in the promises of the Lord.  

We can trust in His word.  Revelation 12 mentions that God has a place prepared for His church and 

the Lord will give His church wings (the strength of the Lord) and keep her under His protection.  

This will be done in a manner similar the account given in Exodus 19, where the Lord says that He 

carried His people on eagles’ wings (Exodus 19:4 “Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and 

how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself”).   

The place of safety for His church will not be some physical or geographical place.  It will be a 

spiritual place where we ought to be in the Lord.  Naturally speaking, it would be wonderful if that 

place could be a geographical place; but that is not what is meant.  It will be a spiritual place in 

Christ.  It is not going to be a place where we go physically and abide in safety on that day of terrible 

trouble.  It is a realm and a spiritual place.  It is not going to be a place we can go to,  just because 

we are believers and have been baptized.  We cannot come into this place automatically by virtue of 

being members of this church or that church.  But it is a place that we need to come into in Christ 

spiritually, in the days ahead by being given to the word of God and the spirit of His testimony.  The 

Lord is preparing us so that we may not lose that place—a place which has been prepared for His 

Bride.  She will be kept and preserved there, though many things will happen on the earth while she 

is there.  This is very fascinating and exhilarating and involves a lot of typology, but we shall not get 
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into that at present so that we can be obedient to the guidance of the Spirit. 

 The Lord told the church at Philadelphia that the ‘hour of testing’ would come upon those 

who ‘dwell upon the earth’.  In other words, those who were going to be tested during the ‘hour of 

testing’ would be ‘earth dwellers’.  What does that signify?  It speaks of those who have made the 

earth and earthly things their riches;  they are those who pursue after wealth and seek the honour 

of men (vs. 10).  This great trial will come upon those who have an earthly nature.  The overcoming 

church cannot have an earthly nature or be earth-minded in any manner.  The Bible says we are 

seated in heavenly places: we are to keep our mind on things which are above and not upon the 

things of this earth.   

Trials and tribulation will come upon the whole world, but mainly upon those who are earth-

dwellers.  What do we mean by this?  By this we mean those whose minds are always occupied with 

earthly and not heavenly things, will face the brunt of the horror during the period of the 

tribulation.  Such people will be caught up with riches, money and prosperity.  They will cherish the 

desire and order of men, in matters of their careers, professions, wealth and possessions.  A great 

tribulation will come upon them.  God’s remnant must be cleansed by the Word from those earthly 

things such as the honour, the fame, the name, and the properties that mundane men seek after.  

There are so many things going on in this sphere today.   
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