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OBEDIENCE – THE HIDDEN WEAPON 

 

“Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as 

the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected 

the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.”  

(I Samuel 15:22-23) 

Saul began his reign with enthusiasm. He had a splendid assistant in his son Jonathan. 

Jonathan was brave and popular with the people. The Philistines made an effort to crush 

the Israelites. They gathered in vast numbers against them. The men of Israel were afraid, 

and followed Saul tremblingly. Samuel had appointed a time to come to Saul at Gilgal to 

offer sacrifices before the battle should begin. But Saul became impatient of Samuel’s delay 

and offered the sacrifices himself. Just as he had ended his offering Samuel came. Saul went 

out to greet him—but Samuel said to him: “What have you done?” Saul explained his 

action—but Samuel said: “You have done foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of 

the Lord your God.” He said further to him that if he had obeyed—his kingdom would have 

been established forever. “But now your kingdom shall not continue: the Lord has sought a 

man after his own heart, and the Lord has appointed him to be prince over his people, 

because you have not kept that which the Lord commanded you.” 

Samuel continued to be prophet and guide to Saul, and brought him a Divine message, 

 

 

 

 

QUOTE 
KING SAUL HAD INDEED 

PERFORMED THE 

LORD’S BIDDING IN A 

WAY, IN HIS OWN 

PARTIAL AND 

IMPERFECT WAY, 

DOING JUST AS MUCH 

AS HE HAD FELT 

INCLINED TO DO, THEN 

LEAVING OUT SUCH 

PARTS OF THE 

COMMANDMENT AS HE 

FELT DISINCLINED TO 

PERFORM. 
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commanding him to smite the Amalekites. Very definite instructions were given to the king: 

“Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not 

spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels 

and donkeys.” The battle was fought, and Saul’s victory was complete. But Agag, the king, 

was spared, also the best of the sheep and oxen, and all that was good. What was vile and 

worthless, was utterly destroyed—but what was choice and valuable, was spared. 

After the battle was over came Samuel with sharp reproof. Saul met the old man graciously. 

He was greatly pleased with himself and with what he had done. He regarded his victory 

over the Amalekites as a splendid achievement. He had already set up a monument to 

himself, perhaps a stone, to commemorate his victory. He heard that Samuel was coming to 

see him, and went to meet him with patronizing words and manner: “The LORD bless you! I 

have carried out the LORD’s instructions.” 

He had indeed performed the Lord’s bidding in a way, in his own partial and imperfect way, 

doing just as much of what God commanded, as he had felt inclined to do, then leaving out 

such parts of the commandment as he felt disinclined to perform. 

There are a good many people in every age who obey God in the same way. They render a 

general obedience—but pay no heed to the exact requirements of the Divine law. They tell 

the truth as a whole—but are not concerned about slight deviations from it. They are 

honest in a large, general way—but do not think that their little dishonesties count against 

them. Saul thought he had come near enough to what God had told him to claim to have 

been obedient and to merit strong commendation for his fidelity. What God thought, 

however, of Saul’s way of obeying—we learn a little farther on. “Behold, to obey is better 

than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 

and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the 

LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.” (I Samuel 15:22-23) 

The greatest need in the church today is for His people to maintain a life of obedience unto 

the Lord.  That is what the Lord is looking for.    It is a hidden weapon that will help God’s 

remnant church to overcome the enemy in every realm.  
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