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THEIR GOD IS THEIR STOMACH  

Philippians 3 

18  (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even 

weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 

Phil 3:19 (Amplified Bible) “They are doomed and their fate (is) eternal misery 

(perdition); their god is their stomach (their appetites, their sensuality) and 

they glory in their shame, siding with earthly things and being of their party.”  

It is very clear that for some “God is their belly” and “their god is their stomach”.  Some 

people’s bellies are their gods.  They worship their bellies!  The Apostle Paul here talks 

about false teachers, for the whole chapter deals with this matter.  He says that their god is 

their belly, their appetite and their sensuality.  They are serving or worshiping their appetite 

and their sensuality.  They are mainly concerned about the satisfaction of their sensual 

desires.    

Leaving aside false preachers, let us see what God has to say to us today. To worship one’s 

belly means to be ruled by our own way, our own will and our own desire!  There are 

people whose own way is their god.  They are only concerned with their sensuality, their 

desires of their senses.  Their own wills, their ways, and their desires, are all that matters 

to them.  They worship their own selves for to them their own interests are their gods.  This 
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can happen to any one of us for we know how strong our own will is; we know how our 

wants and desires grip us.  God wants to break that kind of mentality in us.  God wants to 

do a new work in our bellies, He wants to dig into our innermost being, but He is waiting to 

see if a price has been paid by us.  We must understand the realities that exist in our lives.  

Let us not say, “I am OK, you are OK, we all are OK.”  These are the days to say, “Lord, let a 

progressive work be done in me, for I am not OK.”  This is not the work of a day but an 

ongoing work of the Spirit in cooperation with us.  Many lives begin well, but get stalled 

after a time.  It is like the contractor who has been given the task of building a road.  But 

half way through, he stops the work and the project is stalled.  The work is hindered and 

cannot be completed.  This is what happens in the lives of many believers — the ongoing 

work of God is stalled.  The work of God was begun when they received the Lord and they 

became a part of this calling.  They paid a price, and they trusted the Lord, but then the 

work of the Spirit was stalled and came to a halt.  It could be that they grieved the Spirit.  It 

is for each one of us to examine our lives.   

A dear brother in the Lord told me that I pay more attention to the lives of younger people!  

It is not a matter of age but of moving on in God’s present workings.  That is so important.  

When the Apostle Paul told the Corinthian believers to take heed lest they fell, he was the 

first one to take this caution into his personal life.  There is a great need for us to be aware 

of this.  The Biblical caution, “Today, if you hear His voice” is not for the people of the past 

but it is a matter of whether we are hearing His voice today. Are you hearing?  Are you 

obeying and moving on?  Are you progressing?   There has to be a progressing towards 

completion.  Nothing needs to be done if the work is completed.  I know it is not 

completed and so the question is what are you doing to hasten its completion? What is 

our mentality?  Am I be satisfied to say that the Lord has done great things in my life in the 

past?  Do I go to the house of God with a longing that the Lord may show me the salvation 

of God in a new dimension?  Beloved, there is an ongoing, progressive, overlaid work which 

will definitely come to an end.  It will be certainly finished, by His grace.  

During the days of the Lord Jesus in the earth, He worked in the carpentry shop of Joseph, 

His earthly father.  I am sure that Jesus never left the work half done.  Undoubtedly, He 



 

 

 

always finished the work He began.  He would always complete the making of every item of 

furniture before moving on. Remember what Jesus said “My meat is to do the will of Him 

that sent me, and to finish his work”.  See the emphasis, to finish his work.  This was very 

true for Him, even in the natural. This is also to be true in your life and mine. If He has 

started a work in us, He definitely desires to complete it.  But if it remains incomplete don’t 

blame God because it is not His will to leave it incomplete.   

When God took His people out of Egypt His will for them was to bring them into the 

promised land.  His will did not change throughout the wilderness journey.  His will 

remained the same for His people till the very end.  But His people had another will in 

them which said, “We cannot go.”  Saints that ‘will’ in us to pursue things that are not of 

God must be denied.  Remember, you cannot own two wills at the same time.  You have 

to deny one and hold to the other.  The choice is with each one of us—to either deny the 

will of God or deny our own will.  That is the issue we all face daily.  Finally, when Israel 

decided to do what was upon their heart, refusing to do God’s will, then God left them to 

themselves.  He refused to intervene or do anything else.  This is an important lesson for 

all of us. 

*|This devotion is sent to you with a prayer and hope that it will secure 
something of eternal value. You could get in touch with the author at 
joythomas@oilnwine.org or if you want UNSUBSCRIBE webmaster@oilnwine.org  
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